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Kanji is the final of the three Japanese alphabets but
rather than being a syllabary like hiragana and
katakana, there are thousands of kanji characters all
with different meanings.

Many Kanji have more than one pronunciation or
‘reading’ but some only have one. The different readings
are onyomi (音読み, おんよみ), which is “sound reading”,
derived from Chinese, or kunyomi (訓読み, くんよみ),
which is “meaning reading”, and are native Japanese
readings. 

In Japanese elementary, middle and high schools,
students learn more than 2,000 jyoyo kanji (常用漢字),
or regularly used kanji, this is also the number of kanji
required to pass the highest level of the JLPT. 

To correctly write each character, the kanji have a
specific stroke order, typically this is horizontal
strokes firsts before vertical strokes, from top to
bottom left to right.

Fun fact: There are more than 50,000 kanji, however,
most native Japanese don’t know nearly that many
by heart!  

See attached for a chart of the Kanji covered in this
booklet. This booklet is designed to be printed so you
can learn and practice stroke order.

INTRODUCING KANJI



Chart of Kanji covered in this booklet 
(N5 Kanji)
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